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Intelligent Manufacturing Systems (IMS) is an international programme related to manufacturing
technologies. It is an international collaboration between the European Union, the USA, Korea, Japan
and Switzerland. Representing the A-FOOTPRINT project, Prof. Jim Woodburn and Prof. Kenny
Dalgarno from Newcastle University were invited to attend the IMS Manufacturing Technology Platform
(MTP) and Roadmap meeting, ‘Engineering a Sustainable Future’ held in Geneva, Switzerland on 9-10
November, 2009. The meeting involved plenary sessions outlining the overall goals of the MTP
roadmap initiative and summaries of ongoing projects in the field. In parallel MTP sessions, Professor
Dalgarno gave an overview of the A-FOOTPRINT project in the ‘Sustainable Manufacturing for
Consumer Goods’ session and proposed TICOP (Technologies for Intelligent Orthotics and
Prosthetics) as an embedded MTP within the project. Other projects in the NMP consumer goods field
were also presented including SSHOES, FIT4U and DOROTHY. A breakout session provided the
opportunity for these project leaders to discuss future MTP initiatives, including specific project ideas
and overlap, partners, and funding. With around 300 delegates in attendance there were opportunities
to network with international representatives from the IMS partner countries to share knowledge and
experiences and to establish potential collaborations. For a new MTP to be launched, the consortium
must have partners from a minimum of three participating countries and a minimum funding threshold
of $1m.

Further information can be found at www.ims.org and www.ims2020.net
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* * from seven EU member states. The project is funded under FP7 Cooperation Work Programme: Theme 4 - Nanosciences,
Nanotechnologies, Materials and New Production Technologies (Grant Agreement NMP2-SE-2009-228893) with a total cost of
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* * A-FOOTPRINT is a thirteen partner Consortium comprising six SMEs, five HEls, one large-industry, and one research organisation,
€5,305,678 and an EC contribution of €3,729,043. This is a 48 month project which started on 01-10-09 COOPERATION

* x K



